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interesting but it is sometimes awkward. Here is an in-
stance: A project was up for electrifying a little piece of
steam railroad with dense traffic. It was in the beginning
of that kind of use of electricity. Direct current had been
settled upon for the good reason that the methods and ap-
paratus were much more developed than for alternating
current. The General Superintendent of the railroad was
present at a little dinner-party at which Westinghouse
talked freely, and even ardently, of the advantages of alter-
nating current. As the party was breaking up, the General
Superintendent seized the writer and said: "Look here,
Mr. Westinghouse scares me to death. Are we making
such an awful mistake in using direct current?" The com-
mercial men were scared, too, but they took the contract.
In principle Westinghouse was right, in its immediate ap-
plication he was a little indiscreet. But the blazing indis-
cretions of a bold and honest man are amongst the things
that make us like him and follow him. Nelson was indis-
creet when he went into action with his stars shining on
his breast. When his officers remonstrated, he said, "In
honor I gained them; in honor I will die with them," and
he was killed by a sharpshooter in the enemy's tops. He
was not prudent or logical, but his stars and his spirit shone
through his fleets and saved England. High spirit flowed
down through the Westinghouse companies and left en-
during love, loyalty, and enthusiasm. A corporation can
have a soul.

In considering the financial operations of George West-
inghouse it should be remembered that they were always for
his companies first, for himself second if at all. He never
speculated. He made almost no investments except in the
securities of his own companies. He repeatedly bought their
stocks and bonds to help in their financial plans. His iden-